
 1. We began by observing
how the children engaged

with books and literacy
materials, paying close
attention to their use of

spoken language,
vocabulary, and

storytelling during
reading-related play.
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PROJECT OVERVIEW
During our time at Flowerdale Uniting Kindergarten, we observed the children’s
shared love for books and reading. Inspired by this, we embarked on a project
to support their early language and literacy development within the
kindergarten setting. We decided to create a book for the kindergarten that
would reflect the children’s shared love for reading, incorporating their voices
and highlighting the important role of reading in fostering literacy and
learning.

Through our bookmaking project, the children were encouraged to express
themselves using both words and art. Each page showcased their own drawings,
paintings,  illustrations of their teachers, and thoughts about reading, capturing
their unique perspectives and creativity. This child-centered approach
celebrated their voices and aimed to nurture the development of early reading,
writing, oral language, and storytelling skills in an engaging and meaningful
way. We also aimed to empower parents and caregivers by including practical
strategies for shared reading at home, strengthening the connection between
home and school literacy environments and fostering a lifelong love of reading.

RESEARCH AND RELEVANCE

Speech pathologists support communication and  swallowing, and play a
critical role in supporting early language and literacy development, as
outlined in the Speech Pathology Australia (SPA) Literacy Position
Statement (Speech Pathology Australia, 2011). Aligning with this position,
we intended to foster oral language, storytelling, and emergent reading
and writing through meaningful, child-led bookmaking experiences. We
aimed to strengthen home-school connections by equipping families
with shared reading strategies. Our approach reflects SPA’s emphasis on
early intervention, prevention, and collaborative practices involving
educators, families, and professionals. By supporting foundational
speech, language and literacy skills in the early years, the project
contributes to enhance long-term literacy outcomes to ensure every child
has equal opportunities to thrive.

INTENDED IMPACTS OF THE PROJECT
Celebrating Children’s Love for Reading

Showcasing how the children engage with books and develop their
unique reading habits. 

Supporting early literacy through real life examples and
experiences. 

Empowering Families at Home
Sharing practical, research informed strategies with parents and

caregivers to support reading at home. 

A Valuable Classroom Resource
Creating a resource for the educators and children to foster a love of

reading and child-led creations.

Working Together: Educators, Parents & Children
Collaborating to highlight each child’s individual reading

perspective. 

Child-Led Learning and Person-Centred Practice within Literacy
Aligned with principles of Victorian Early Years Learning and

Development Framework (VEYLDF) and Speech Pathology Australia
(SPA). 

PROJECT JOURNEY
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It is well established within research that reading is foundational to
children’s literacy development and future academic success (Snow, 2020).
Evidence shows that regular reading supports vocabulary, comprehension,
phonemic awareness, critical thinking, and social abilities, which are
essential skills for all learning areas. Both home and educational settings play
a vital role, with positive experiences in learning environments and
consistent support at home helping to establish strong reading habits early
on. Research also highlights the importance of adult involvement in
nurturing a love of reading. Parents, caregivers, educators and professionals
can support this through shared reading, encouragement, and the creation
of language-rich environments where children feel engaged and confident
(Farrant, 2012). There are many strategies to endorse this, such as dialogic
reading, which involves asking open-ended questions during shared reading,
which have shown to enhance language and communication skills (Barratt-
Pugh & Rohl, 2015). Child-led approaches towards reading further empower
children to take ownership of their literacy journey, deepening their
engagement with texts and language (Theodotou et al., 2025).

  

2. Together with the kindergarten
educators, we identified a shared

focus on supporting children’s
speech, language, and

communication skills through
meaningful, interest-driven

literacy experiences.

3. Using current research on
early language development,

emergent literacy, and child-led
learning, we designed a project
that integrates opportunities for
rich oral language use and self-

expression.

5. The children’s drawings and
oral stories were transcribed and

compiled into a picture
storybook, capturing their

language and ideas in print, and
reinforcing the connection

between spoken and written
language.

6. We presented the outcomes of
the project to parents and

educators, highlighting children’s
language growth, storytelling

development, and the benefits of
child-led, language-rich literacy

environments and practices.

4. The children took part in
child-led drawing and storytelling

sessions, using their own words
and ideas to narrate and describe

their illustrations, which
encouraged spontaneous speech,

vocabulary expansion, and
narrative structure.

Pause and Wait: Give the child time to think and respond to the story.

Ask Open Questions: Ask questions about the characters and storyline - “How do you
think they feel?”, “What do you think will happen next?”

Expand Their Words: Child: “Dog!”. You: “Yes, the big dog is running!”

Talk About New Words: Explain unfamiliar words to build their vocabulary.

Follow Their Interests: Choose books that they are curious about.

 STRATEGIES FOR ENHANCING READING
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 Maggie Palmer and Amber Smith of Yea and District Memorial Hospital 

A SELECTION OF THE CHILDREN’S WORK

The children’s responses included:

Special people they enjoyed reading
with.

Feelings they experienced when reading,
like happiness and excitement.

Their favourite types of books to read.

Favourite places to read, including the
library or at home.
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